
Before modern humans: Neanderthals

Modern humans arrive
Early, intermittent forays out of Africa; continuous presence from c. 55,000 years
ago

Before modern humans: Neanderthals &
Denisovans

Modern humans arrive
Modern humans reach the Altai and Siberia c. 45,000
years ago

Before modern humans: archaic humans

Modern humans arrive
Arrival debated: genetics suggests c. 70,000–50,000 years ago; whether
older stone tools were made by Homo sapiens is uncertain

Before modern humans: Denisovans & other archaic humans

Modern humans arrive
Arrival debated: early teeth at Fuyan (80–120 ka?) vs. firm evidence from c. 45,000 years ago

Our species' homeland
Jebel Irhoud, Morocco: among the oldest Homo sapiens fossils, c.
315,000 years ago. Africa is home from the start.

Our species' homeland
Florisbad, South Africa (c. 260,000 years ago) and Omo Kibish, Ethiopia (c.
233,000): early Homo sapiens across the continent.

Before modern humans: Neanderthals

Modern humans arrive
Grotte Mandrin (France) may record a brief visit c. 54,000 years ago;
Homo sapiens settles from c. 45,000.

Before modern humans: Neanderthals

Modern humans arrive
Apidima (Greece): a possible modern human skull c. 210,000 years
ago. Settled presence from c. 45,000 (Bacho Kiro).

Before modern humans: Neanderthals

Modern humans arrive
Kostenki on the Don: modern humans c. 42,000 years ago.

No firm evidence of people

Modern humans arrive
White Sands footprints (New Mexico): people c. 23,000–21,000 years ago, backed by several dating
methods. Cooper's Ferry (Idaho) c. 16,000; Monte Verde (Chile) c. 14,500, challenged in 2026.

Before modern humans: archaic humans

Modern humans arrive
Modern humans reach mainland SE Asia by c. 68,000 years ago (Tam Pà Ling, Laos) and Australia by
c. 50,000 (65,000 at Madjedbebe is debated). Denisovan DNA survives in Papuans and Filipinos.
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Kingdom
of

England
927–1707

Kingdom
of Great
Britain
1707–1801

United
Kingdom
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Bronze
Age

Roman
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Frankish
kingdom
486–843

Kingdom
of France
843–1792

Republic &
Empire
1792–1815

Monarchies
& Empire
1815–1870

Third
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French
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Poland
1989 – today
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Roman
Pannonia
Dacia Roman
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Huns
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Magyar
settlement
895–1000

Kingdom of
Hungary
1000–1526

H
ab
sb
u
rg
M
o
n
ar
ch
y
·1
5
2
6
–1
9
18

O
tt
o
m
an

E
m
p
ir
e

In
te
rw
ar
st
at
es

&
o
cc
u
p
at
io
n

19
18
–1
9
4
5

Soviet bloc
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T
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New
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786–809 Harun al-Rashid

c. 830 House of Wisdom

c. 518 BCE Persepolis begun

490–479
BCE Wars
with Greece

331 BCE Defeat
at Gaugamela

1919
Full
inde-
pen-
dence

c. 330 King
Ezana
adopts
Christianity

c. 525
Aksum
conquers
Yemen

1672–1727
Moulay
Ismail

1777
Recog-
nises the
United
States

c. 1195
Koutoubia
minaret,
Marrakesh

1070
Mar-
rakesh
founded

c. 400–1400
Marajoara mound
culture

1980–2000
Shining Path
war in Peru

1999 Chávez
rules
Venezuela

c. 7000 BCE
Maize
domesticated

c. 5000 BCE
Chinchorro
mummies

c. 5000 BCE
Amazon pottery

c. 3500 BCEWatson Brake
mounds

c. 1700–1100 BCE Poverty Point
earthworks

1487
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reded-
icated
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invasions
repelled

1837–38
Rebellions in
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1841 Province
of Canada
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Vargas
takes
power

1960
Brasília
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Military
rule
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Africans reach
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1620 Mayflower

1664 Dutch lose
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1754–63 French &
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Party

1869–70 Red
River
Resistance

1885
Canada's
Pacific
railway

1917 Vimy
Ridge

1931 Statute
of
Westminster

1949
Newfound-
land joins

1960
Québec's
Quiet
Revolution

1982
Canada's
new
constitution

1995
Québec
votes No to
independ-
ence

1999 Nunavut
territory
created

2008
Residential
schools
apology

c. 1100 Chan
Chan, adobe
capital

1959
Cuban
Revolu-
tion

1864–70
War with
Paraguay

c. 300
BCE El
Mirador's
great
pyramids

378
Teoti-
huacan
takes
over Tikal

695
Tikal
defeats
Calak-
mul

c.
800–900
Classic
Maya
collapse

c. 1000
Chichén
Itzá
domin-
ant

1846–48
Loses half its
land to the
US

1864–67
French--
backed
empire

1910–20
Mexican
Revolution

1938 Oil
nationalised

1994 NAFTA

c. 1050
Cahokia
booms

c. 1400
Cahokia
largely
deserted

1565 Spanish
found St
Augustine

c. 250 Lord
of Sipán
buried

1325
Tenoch-
titlan
founded

1642
Montréal
founded

1670 English
Hudson's Bay
Company

1682 La Salle
claims
Louisiana

1759 Québec
falls to Britain

1545–48
Cocoliztli
epidemic
kills
millions

1565
Manila
galleons
begin

1810 Hidalgo's
revolt

c. 1200
BCE
San
Lorenzo
heads

1549
Salvador
made
capital

1630–54
Dutch
Brazil

c. 1695
Gold
rush in
Minas
Gerais

1808 Por-
tuguese
court
moves to
Rio

1545 Potosí
silver found

1572 Last
Inca state, at
Vilcabamba,
falls

1780 Túpac
Amaru II
revolt

1776
Viceroy-
alty of
Río de la
Plata

1810
Buenos
Aires
breaks
away

1817 San
Martín
crosses
the
Andes

1879–84
Chile
beats
Peru &
Bolivia

1946
Perón
elected
in
Argentina

1973
Pinochet
coup,
Chile

1982
Falk-
land-
s/Malvi-
nas War

1492
Columbus
lands

c. 200
Pyramid
of the
Sun

1787 Constitution

1803 Louisiana
Purchase

1830–39 Indian
Removal &
Trail of Tears

1849 California
gold rush

1861–65 Civil War
ends slavery

1869
Transcontinental
railroad

1876 Lakota &
Cheyenne win at
Little Bighorn

1890Wounded
Knee massacre

1898War with
Spain

1920Women win
the vote

1924 Citizenship
Act for Native
Americans

1929Wall Street
Crash

1941 Pearl Harbor

1964 Civil Rights
Act

1969 Moon
landing

2001 9/11 attacks

c. 100 BCE–400
CE Hopewell
trade network

929
Caliphate
of
Córdoba

1031
Splits
into
taifas

477–495
Sigiriya
rock
fortress

1176 Citadel of Cairo
begun

1919 Nationalist
revolution

1876–78
Great Famine
in southern
India

1885 Indian
National
Congress

1919
Amrit-
sar
mas-
sacre

1943 Bengal
famine

864 Adopts
Christianity

c. 900 Cyrillic
alphabet
develops

1014 Defeat at
Kleidion

537 Hagia
Sophia

1054 Great
Schism

1204 Fourth
Crusade
sacks the
capital

1261
Byzantines
retake the
capital

527–565
Justinian

717 Arab siege
of Con-
stantinople
fails
726–843
Iconoclasm

451 Council of
Chalcedon:
churches divide

534
Belisarius
retakes
Africa

619–629 Persian
occupation

1497
Cabot
reaches
New-
foundland

1534
Cartier
claims the
St
Lawrence

1806
British
take
the
Cape

1834
Slavery
abol-
ished

480 BCE
Defeat at
Himera,
Sicily

264–241
BCE First
Punic War

1010 Great
temple at
Thanjavur
1025 Raid
on Srivijaya

1085
Toledo
taken

652 Baqt
treaty
with Arab
Egypt

490 BCE
Mara-
thon

480 BCE
Salamis

447 BCE
Parthenon
begun

431–404
BCE Pelo-
ponnesian
War

1967–70
Nigerian
civil war;
Biafran
famine

2009
Boko
Haram
insur-
gency

1327 Capital moved to
Daulatabad

1398 Timur
sacks Delhi

c. 1500 Guru
Nanak
teaches in
Punjab

1971–79
Idi Amin
in
Uganda

c. 3100 BCE
Narmer unites
Egypt

1958–61 Union
with Syria

1970 Aswan High
Dam completed
1973 October War

1979 Peace with
Israel

2011 Revolution
topples Mubarak
2013 Army ousts
President Morsi

c. 1250 BCE
Ziggurat of
Chogha
Zanbil

1348
Black
Death
1381
Peasants'
Revolt

1455–85
Wars of
the Roses

1534
Church
of
England

1558–1603
Elizabeth I

1605
Gun-
powder
Plot

1642–51
Civil wars

1666
Great Fire
of
London

1688
Glorious
Revolu-
tion

1991
Break-up
wars
begin

969 Cairo
founded

972 Al-Azhar
founded

1021 Caliph
al-Hakim
vanishes

987 Hugh Capet
crowned

1095 First
Crusade
preached

1214 Bouvines

1337–1453
Hundred Years'
War

1429 Joan of Arc

1515–47 Francis I

1572 St
Bartholomew's
Day massacre

1598 Edict
of Nantes

1643–1715
Louis XIV

1682 Court
moves to
Versailles

1830 July
Revolution

1848
Second
Republic
1852
Napoleon
III's empire

1944
Women vote

1958 Fifth
Republic

1968 May
protests

1981 Death
penalty
abolished

2002 Euro
coins &
notes

1830
France
invades
Algeria

1945
Sétif &
Guelma
mas-
sacres

1955 Joins
NATO
1957 EEC
founder

c. 1520
Sennar
becomes
a trade
hub

1898
Samori
Touré
captured

1763Wins the
Seven Years'
War

1776 American
colonies
declare
independence

1871 Proclaimed
at Versailles

1884
Colonies in
Africa

1914War on two
fronts

2015 Takes in a
million refugees

1380 Defeat at
Kulikovo

1912–13
Balkan Wars

1922 Asia
Minor
catastrophe

1941–44
Axis
occupation

1946–49
Civil war

1967–74
Military
junta

1981 Joins
the EEC

2010–18
Debt crisis

c. 427 Nalanda
founded

499 Aryabhata's
astronomy

1529 Ottomans
besiege Vienna

1740–80 Maria
Theresa

1848
Revolutions

141–87 BCE Emperor Wu

c. 94 BCE Sima Qian's
Records

9–23Wang Mang's interlude

c. 100 Buddhism arrives
via the Silk Roads

184 Yellow Turban revolt

c. 2600 BCE Cities
planned on a grid

c. 2300 BCE
Trade with
Mesopotamia

1595 BCE
Hittites sack
Babylon

1274 BCE
Battle of
Kadesh vs
Egypt

1077Walk to
Canossa

1122 Concordat of
Worms

1356 Golden
Bull

1438 Habsburg
emperors

1555 Peace of
Augsburg

1648 Peace of
Westphalia

1241 Mongol
invasion

1458–90
Matthias
Corvinus

1295 Ghazan
converts to Islam

1950 Republic;
constitution

1962War with
China

1971 Bangladesh
independence war

1975–77 The
Emergency

1984 Bhopal
gas disaster

1991
Economic
liberalisation

2023 Moon
landing

1958 Monarchy
overthrown

1980–88War
with Iran

1990 Invades
Kuwait

2003 US-led
invasion

2015 Nuclear
deal

1348 Black
Death

c. 1450
Renais-
sance
Florence

1494
French
invasion

1527 Sack
of Rome

1633
Galileo's
trial

1946 Monarchy
abolished

1957 Treaty of
Rome

1992 'Clean
hands' scandals

1333–36 Kenmu
Restoration

1467–77
Ōnin War

1543 Por-
tuguese
bring guns

1639 Por-
tuguese
expelled
(sakoku)

1853
Perry's
black
ships

1889 Meiji
constitution

1904–05
Defeats
Russia

1923 Great
Kantō
earth-
quake

1931 Seizes
Manchuria

1937 Full-scale
war with China

1941–45 Pacific
War, ended by
atomic bombs

c. 1010 Tale
of Genji

1180–85 Genpei
War

c. 3000 BCE
Sannai--
Maruyama
village

1274–81 Mongol
invasions fail

c. 400 Great
keyhole tombs

c. 552
Buddhism
arrives

604 Seven-
teen-article
constitution

645 Taika
reforms

1964 Bullet
train & Tokyo
Olympics

1991 Bubble
bursts

2011 Tsunami &
Fukushima

752 Great
Buddha of
Tōdai-ji

1590
Hideyoshi
unifies
Japan

1520
Stockholm
Bloodbath

c. 1085
Kanem's
king
converts
to Islam

1723 'Great
Disaster': Dzungar
raids

988 Vladimir baptised

1240 Mongols sack
Kyiv

1942 Battle of El
Alamein

1948 First
Arab–Israeli war
1952 Free Officers'
coup

1866 Venice
joins

1870 Rome
becomes
capital

1915 Enters
First World
War

1922
Mussolini in
power

1935 Invades
Ethiopia

1943 Mussolini
deposed

1491 King
baptised

1526
Afonso I
protests the
slave trade

660 Falls
to Silla &
Tang

1231–59
Mongol
invasions
1237–48 Tripitaka
Koreana carved

1919 March 1st
Movement

1446 Hangul
alphabet

1592–98 Japanese
invasions repelled

1636 Manchu
invasion

1876 Opened by
Japan

c. 1000 BCE
Dolmens built

562
Absorbs
Gaya

751 Bulguksa
temple

892–936 Later
Three Kingdoms

1950–53
Korean War

1961 Park
Chung-hee
coup

1980
Gwangju
uprising

1987
Democracy
restored

1988 Seoul
Olympics

592 BCE
Egyptian
army
sacks
Napata

c. 127–150 Kanishka,
patron of Buddhism

c. 1000 BCE
Phoenician
alphabet
spreads

814 BCE Tyre
founds
Carthage (trad.)

1967
Six-Day
War

1973
October
(Yom
Kippur)
War

1975–90
Lebanese
civil war

1993 Oslo
Accords

2011
Syrian
civil war
begins

2011
NATO--
backed
upris-
ing

336–323
BCE
Alexander
the Great

146 BCE
Corinth
destroyed

c. 450 BCE The
Buddha teaches

c. 350 BCE Pāṇini's
Sanskrit grammar

1885 Fall
of
Khartoum

1291 Acre
falls: last
Crusader
states
end

1401
Timur
sacks
Damas-
cus

1250 Shajar
al-Durr, a woman
sultan
1348 Black Death
strikes Cairo

1517 Ottomans conquer
Egypt

c. 1220
Golden
rhinoceros
burial

1674 Shivaji
crowned

1761 Third
Battle of
Panipat

25 BCE
Juba II
made
king by
Rome

c. 300
BCE
Megas-
thenes
visits

232 BCE Ashoka dies; empire fragments

c. 200
BCE
Meroitic
script &
pyramids

24–22 BCE
Queen
Amanirenas
fights
Rome

c. 1850 BCE
Mathematical
papyri

1406–20
Forbidden
City built

1449 Emperor captured at
Tumu

c. 1570 Great Wall rebuilt in
brick & stone

1601 Matteo Ricci in Beijing

1921
Soviet-backed
revolution

1990 Peaceful
democratic
revolution

1961–99
Hassan II

1975
Morocco's
Green
March into
W. Sahara

2011 New
constitu-
tion

1556–1605 Akbar

1632–53 Taj
Mahal built

1658–1707 Aurangzeb

c. 1820 Cotton &
conscription

1859–69 Suez
Canal built

1380
Beats
the
Tatars

1480 Ivan III
ends Tatar
overlordship

1629
Becomes a
Portuguese
vassal

c. 1200 BCE
Palaces
destroyed

1935
Nuremberg
Laws
1938 Kristallnacht

701 BCE Assyrians threaten
Jerusalem; it holds
671 BCE Assyria conquers Egypt

1479–1458 BCE
Hatshepsut

1353–1336 BCE
Akhenaten's
sun-disc religion
1323 BCE
Tutankhamun
buried
1279–1213 BCE
Ramesses II

c. 1177 BCE Sea
Peoples repelled

1917
Finland
independ-
ent

1944
Iceland a
republic

494 Longmen
grottoes
begun

c. 2650 BCE
Step Pyramid
of Djoser

c. 2350 BCE
Pyramid Texts

1669 Crete
taken

1804 Serbian
uprising

1821 Greek
War of
Independ-
ence

1517 Egypt & Mecca annexed
1520–66 Süleyman the
Magnificent

1571 Lepanto

1609–16 Blue Mosque built

1683
Second
siege of
Vienna fails

1699 Treaty of Karlowitz: Hungary lost

1774 Küçük Kaynarca: Crimea lost

1821–30 Greek War of Independence

1839 Tanzimat reforms

1876 First constitution

1908 Young Turk revolution

1915
Armenian
genocide

1524 Revolt of
governor Ahmed
Pasha crushed

1574
Ottomans
take Tunis
from Spain

c. 1700 Mamluk
beys hold the real
power

1769–73 Ali Bey
al-Kabir defies
Istanbul

1801 French expelled
by British & Ottomans

1935 'Iran'
replaces
'Persia' abroad

1953 Coup
against
Mosaddegh

1963 'White
Revolution'

1947–48
First war
over
Kashmir

116 Trajan briefly takes
Mesopotamia

165 Romans sack Ctesiphon

1807 Duchy of
Warsaw

1830
November
Uprising

1863 January
Uprising

1025 First king
crowned

1138 Kingdom
divided

1386
Union
with
Lithuania
1410
Grunwald

1569 Union of
Lublin
1573 Elected
kings

1648
Khmelnyt-
sky
uprising

1683
Sobieski
relieves
Vienna

1772 First
Partition

1791 Constitution
of 3 May

1920 Red
Army halted at
Warsaw

2004 Joins
the EU

1980
Solidarity

c. 8000 BCE Stone tower of
Jericho

1959–61 Great Leap Forward
famine

1959
Tibetan
uprising;
Dalai Lama
flees

1966–76 Cultural Revolution

1971 Replaces ROC in
China's UN seat

1978 Reform and opening

1989 Tiananmen protests
crushed

1997 Hong Kong handed over to
China

2001 Joins the WTO

2010World's 2nd-largest
economy

2019 COVID-19 identified in
Wuhan

c. 285 BCE
Library of
Alexandria

51–30 BCE
Cleopatra VII

1813–28
Caucasus lost
to Russia

1891 Tobacco
protest

1661–1722 Kangxi Emperor

1689 Treaty of Nerchinsk with Russia

1735–96 Qianlong Emperor

1793 British embassy
rebuffed

1842 Hong Kong ceded

1860 Summer Palace
burned

1894–95War with Japan

1900 Boxer uprising

1911 Xinhai revolution

1799
Napoleon
takes power
1805 Austerlitz

1919 May Fourth Movement
1921 Communist Party
founded

1931 Japan
seizes
Manchuria

1934–35
Long
March
1937War with
Japan; Nanjing
massacre

1945–49 Civil
war

325 Council of
Nicaea

c. 150
Ptolemy's
Almagest

c. 270 Desert
monasticism
begins

354
Augustine
born at
Thagaste

430
Augustine
dies at Hippo

122 Hadrian's
Wall begun

64 Great Fire
of Rome

117 Greatest
extent

165 Antonine
plague

212 Citizenship
for nearly all
free people
235–284 Crisis
of the third
century

313 Christianity
tolerated

330
Constantinople
founded

410 Visigoths
sack Rome

c. 390
BCE
Gauls
sack
Rome

264–146 BCE
Punic Wars

133 BCE
Reforms of
the Gracchi

73–71 BCE
Spartacus

1762–96
Catherine
the Great

1783 Crimea annexed

1825 Decembrist revolt

1853–56 Crimean War

1867 Alaska sold to the
US

1891 Trans-Siberian
Railway begun

1904–05War with Japan

1905 Revolution

1998
Financial
crash
2000 Putin
president

2014
Russia
annexes
Crimea

1578
Battle of
the Three
Kings
1591
Con-
quest of
Songhai

1514 Defeat at
Chaldiran

1588–1629
Shah
Abbas I
1598
Isfahan
made
capital

1722 Afghans
take Isfahan

2012
Timbuktu
occupied
by
jihadists

2020–23
Military
coups
across the
Sahel

531–579 Khosrow I

602–628 Last Roman–Persian
war

c. 450 BCE
Described by
Herodotus

c. 300 BCE
Pazyryk frozen
tombs

c. 1500
BCE
Dingo
arrives

1915
Gal-
lipoli

1967
Indi-
genous
refer-
endum

1992
Mabo:
native
title

1521
Magel-
lan dies
at
Mactan

1942–45
Japan-
ese
occupa-
tion

1851
Gold
rush

1819
Raffles
founds
Singa-
pore

1942
Singa-
pore
falls to
Japan

c. 1000 BCE Bronze
at Ban Chiang

1975–79
Khmer
Rouge
regime

40–43 Trưng sisters'
revolt

1893
US--
backed
coup in
Hawaii

1946–58
Nuclear
tests at
Bikini

1010
Capital
moves
to Hanoi

1288
Mongols
defeated

1471
Conquers
the Cham
capital

1825–30
Java
War

1883
Krakatoa
erupts

1942–45
Japan-
ese
occupa-
tion

1930 Communist
party founded

1940–45 Japanese
occupation

1946–54War with
the Viet Minh 1945–49

War of
inde-
pen-
dence

1965–66
Mass
killings

1975–99
Occu-
pation
of East
Timor

1998
Suharto
falls
2002
East
Timor
inde-
pendent

c. 850
Pram-
banan
temples

1596
Dutch
ships
arrive

1619
VOC
founds
Batavia

1177
Cham
sack
Angkor

1181–1218
Jayavar-
man VII
builds
Bayon

1767
Sacks
Ayut-
thaya

1824–26
First war
with
Britain

1293 Mongol fleet
repelled
c. 1350 Gajah
Mada's empire

1511
Portugal
takes
Malacca

1963
Malay-
sia
formed
1965
Singa-
pore
separ-
ates

1962
Military
coup

1988
Uprising
crushed

2021
Coup

1044
First
Burmese
empire

1287
Mongols
invade

1972–81
Marcos
martial
law

1986
People
Power

c. 1000–1200
Hawaii &
Rapa Nui
settled

1768–79
Cook's
voyages

1795
Kame-
hame-
ha's
kingdom

1932
Consti-
tutional
mon-
archy

1571
Manila
foun-
ded

1896
Revolt
against
Spain

671
Monk
Yijing
studies
here

1283
Thai
script
(trad.
date)

1551–81
Bayin-
naung's
con-
quests

1986 Đổi
Mới
reforms

1955–75
Vietnam
War

1965 US
combat
troops

1968 Tet
Offens-
ive

1079 Omar Khayyam's calendar
1092 Nizam al-Mulk murdered

c. 1200 BCE
Tomb of
Lady Fu Hao

1802
Takes
Amrit-
sar

1991
State
col-
lapses

1088
Compass
described

1127 Kaifeng
falls to
Jurchens

1956 Hungarian
uprising

1968 Prague Spring

1989 Velvet Revolution

1930–33 Kazakh
famine
(collectivisation)

1949 First Soviet
atomic test

1957 Sputnik
launched,
Baikonur

1492
Columbus
sails · Jews
expelled

1519–21
Cortés
conquers the
Aztecs

1556–98
Philip II

1588 Armada
defeated

1609
Moriscos
expelled

1701–14War
of the
Spanish
Succession

1808–14
Peninsular
War

1873 First
Republic

1898 Loses
Cuba & the
Philippines

1978
Constitution

1986 Joins
the EEC

1960 First
woman
prime
minister

2004
Indian
Ocean
tsunami

1983–2005
Second
civil war

1989
Bashir's
coup

2003
Darfur
conflict

2011
South
Sudan
secedes

2019
Protests;
army
removes
Bashir

c. 1100
Great
Mosque of
Kilwa

626–649 Emperor Taizong

690–705Wu Zetian, China's
only female emperor

755–763 An Lushan rebellion

845 Buddhism persecuted

1871 Paris
Commune

1889 Eiffel
Tower

1894–1906
Dreyfus
affair

1905
Church and
state
separated

1914–18
Western
Front

1936
Popular
Front

c. 1645
Potala
Palace
begun

1904
British
expedi-
tion to
Lhasa

1950 PLA
takes Tibet

1402 Ottoman
sultan captured

1417–20 Ulugh
Beg madrasa

945 BCE Shoshenq
I, Libyan pharaoh

1547 Ivan IV crowned
tsar
1552 Kazan
conquered
1582 Conquest of
Siberia begins

1598–1613 Time of
Troubles

1613 Romanov
dynasty

1682 Peter the
Great's reign
begins

1709 Poltava

1928 Latin
alphabet
adopted

1934Women
get the vote

1952 Joins
NATO

2023
Earthquake kills
50,000+

1805 Trafalgar
1807 Britain
bans its slave
trade
1815Wellington
wins at
Waterloo

1832 Reform
Act

1837–1901
Queen Victoria

1845–49 Great
Irish Famine

1851 Great
Exhibition

1914–18 First
World War

1928
Equal
votes for
women

1940
Battle of
Britain

1948
National
Health
Service

1973
Joins the
EEC

1998
Good
Friday
Agree-
ment

2020
Leaves
the EU

2004
Orange
Revolution

2014
Maidan
revolution

691 Dome of the Rock
711 Armies
reach Spain &
Sindh

1928 Five-year plans

1932–33 Soviet famine;
Holodomor in Ukraine

1937–38 Great Terror

1939 Pact with Hitler

1941–45War: about 27
million Soviet dead

1953 Stalin dies

1962 Cuban missile
crisis

1979–89War in
Afghanistan

1986 Chernobyl

762 Khagan
adopts
Manichaeism

1740 Nader
Shah takes
Bukhara

455 Vandals
sack Rome

c. 1000 BCE Iron
spreads east

793 Raid on
Lindisfarne

911
Normandy
granted to
Rollo

1919Women
vote
1923
Hyperinflation
1929 Depression

200 BCE Han
emperor
besieged

48 Split into
north & south

1351 Red Turban rebellion

1941–45
Partisan
war

1948
Split with
Stalin

1980 Tito
dies

356 BCE
Shang Yang's
reforms in Qin

260 BCE
Changping:
Qin crushes
Zhao

1914 Panama
Canal opens

1960–96
Central

American
civil wars

1791
Haitian
Revolu-

tion

1834
British
eman-
cipa-
tion

1348
Charles

University

1415 Jan
Hus

burned

1602 Dutch
East India
Company

1648
Independ-

ence
recognised

1961 Berlin
Wall built

1609
Satsuma
invades
Ryukyu

2006 First
nuclear test

1830
Belgian

revolution

1580–1640
Union with

Spain

1822 Brazil
independent

1910 Republic

1740–86
Frederick
the Great

1806
Crushed at

Jena

1314
Bannock-

burn

1845–72
New

Zealand
Wars

1642
Tasman
reaches

NZ

1942
Kokoda
cam-
paign

Byzantine Empire

Medina

Kelteminar

Alexander

Ghurids

Maratha Confederacy

French Tunisia

Ptolemaic Cyrenaica

Rashidun

Faiyum & Badari farmers

Republic of China (Taiwan)

French

Carthage

Soviet zone

Misliya jaw: among the earliest modern
humans outside Africa

Skhul & Qafzeh burials

Ust'-Ishim (W. Siberia):
45,000-year-old genome

Denisova Cave (Russian Altai): Denisovans

Jwalapuram tools (debated)

Fa-Hien Lena cave

Fuyan teeth (debated)

Tianyuan Man

Sai Island & Nubian Complex tools

Green Sahara corridors open

Omo Kibish: early Homo sapiens

Florisbad skull

Blombos Cave: engraved ochre

Katanda bone harpoons (debated)

Ishango bone: tally marks?

Chauvet Cave paintings

Lascaux Cave (date debated)

Hohle Fels flute & figurine

Apidima skull (debated)

Bacho
Kiro Cave

La Pasiega: Neanderthal art? (debated)

Kostenki

Sungir burials with
beads

Madjedbebe (debated)

Lake Mungo burials

First
people in
Japan

Korea: Upper Palaeolithic sites
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1 c. 315,000 years ago · Early Homo
sapiens at Jebel Irhoud
Among the oldest fossils attributed to our
species. The origin of the species itself is
older and still debated.

2 c. 82,000 years ago · Early shell
jewellery
Pierced shell beads from Taforalt cave,
Morocco, are among the oldest ornaments
made by our species.

3 c. 75,000 years ago · Early symbols
Engraved ochre and shell beads from
Blombos Cave are among the earliest signs
of symbolic thought.c. 60,000–50,000 years ago · Out of

Africa
Most ancestry of people outside Africa
today comes from a major dispersal about
60,000–50,000 years ago. People of
non-African descent typically carry 1–2%
Neanderthal DNA.

4 at least 51,200 years ago · The oldest
painted story
A cave scene on Sulawesi of people and a
wild pig is at least 51,200 years old; a hand
stencil nearby is at least 67,800, among the
oldest cave art known.

5 c. 65,000–50,000 years ago · Early
sea crossings
Reaching Sahul (Australia and New Guinea)
required open-sea crossings of tens of
kilometres: among the earliest known for
modern humans.

6 c. 100,000–50,000 years ago · The
'hobbits' of Flores
Homo floresiensis, about 1.1 m tall: its fossils
date to c. 100,000–60,000 years ago and its
tools to c. 50,000. Whether it met modern
humans is unknown.

7 c. 50,000–40,000 years ago · A
Denisovan legacy
Many Tibetans carry a Denisovan-derived
version of the EPAS1 gene, which helps the
body cope with low oxygen at high altitude.

8 c. 40,000 years ago · Goodbye,
Neanderthals
Neanderthals and modern humans
overlapped in Europe for several thousand
years; Neanderthals vanished about 40,000
years ago.

c. 26,000–19,000 years ago · Last
Glacial Maximum
Ice sheets at their largest; sea level 120 m
lower than today.

9 c. 23,000–21,000 years ago
· Footprints at White Sands
Human footprints in New Mexico date to
about 23,000–21,000 years ago, the coldest
phase of the last Ice Age. Several
independent dating methods support this,
though debate continues.

10 c. 20,000 years ago · Pottery before
farming
Cooking pots appear in southern China
about 10,000 years before anyone there
grew crops.

11 c. 14,500 BCE · Pottery before farming
Jōmon foragers in Japan made some of the
world's oldest pottery, thousands of years
before anyone there farmed.

by c. 15,000 years ago · The first
domestic animal
Dogs were domesticated from wolves
somewhere in Eurasia before any plant or
other animal.

9700 BCE · The Ice Age ends; farming
begins
The Holocene brings a stable, warm
climate. Within a few thousand years people
began farming independently in the Middle
East, China, New Guinea and the Americas.

12 c. 9500 BCE · Göbekli Tepe
Its carved pillars are about 7,000 years older
than Stonehenge's great stones, raised by
people who did not yet farm.

13 c. 9000 BCE · The first farmers
Wheat, barley, lentils, sheep and goats are
domesticated in the Fertile Crescent.

14 c. 7000 BCE · Maize, a remade grass
Farmers in Mexico's Balsas valley bred
maize from teosinte, a wild grass with a few
hard kernels, about 9,000 years ago.

15 c. 7000–6500 BCE · Farming reaches
Europe
The first farmers came from Anatolia. Most
Europeans descend from them, from local
hunter-gatherers and from later steppe
herders.

16 c. 6500 BCE · China's own farming
Millet in the north and rice in the Yangtze
valley, domesticated independently of the
Near East.

17 c. 7000–5500 BCE · Early dental
drilling
Drilled molars from Mehrgarh are among the
earliest evidence of dentistry on living
people.

18 c. 9000–3500 BCE · The Green Sahara
The Sahara was a savanna of lakes, hippos
and giraffes, painted on rocks at Tadrart
Acacus. Drying after 3500 BCE pushed
people to the Nile.

19 c. 5000 BCE · Metal
Copper smelting appears at about the same
time in Iran, Anatolia and the Balkans.

20 c. 5000 BCE · Farming invented in
New Guinea
Mounds at Kuk Swamp show taro and
bananas cultivated by c. 5000 BCE: one of
the places where farming began
independently.

21 c. 4500 BCE · The oldest gold
Gold from the Varna cemetery in Bulgaria is
among the oldest worked gold in the world.

22 c. 3500 BCE · The wheel
Wheels appear almost at once from
Mesopotamia to Poland. The potter's wheel
may have come first.23 c. 3500 BCE · Taming the horse

Botai people lived largely off horses;
whether they milked or tamed them is
debated, and today's horses come from
another line.

24 c. 3300 BCE · Writing as accounting
The first tablets from Uruk count grain, beer
rations and livestock, not poems or laws.

25 c. 3300 BCE · Ötzi the Iceman
Murdered in the Alps, he carried a copper
axe and had 61 tattoos.

26 c. 3200 BCE · Hieroglyphs
Egyptian writing appears almost as early as
cuneiform, possibly invented independently.

c. 3200 BCE · Writing is invented
Writing appears in Mesopotamia and Egypt,
turning prehistory into history; it was
invented again, independently, in China and
in Mesoamerica.

27 c. 2600 BCE · As old as the pyramids
Caral in Peru had monumental platform
mounds by c. 2600 BCE, the age of Egypt's
pyramids, yet its builders made no pottery.

28 c. 2560 BCE · Pyramids and
mammoths
When the Great Pyramid of Giza was
finished, woolly mammoths still lived on
Wrangel Island, in the Arctic.

29 c. 2500 BCE · Indus cities
Mohenjo-daro had covered drains and
standard bricks and weights. Its script is still
undeciphered.

30 c. 2500 BCE · Stonehenge
Its great sarsens were raised c. 2500 BCE;
the smaller bluestones came some 240 km
from Wales.

31 c. 2285 BCE · The first named author
Enheduanna, daughter of Sargon and high
priestess at Ur, wrote hymns signed with her
own name.

32 c. 2100 BCE · The oldest law code
The Code of Ur-Nammu predates
Hammurabi's by some three centuries.

33 c. 2000 BCE · The first chariots
Sintashta graves in the southern Urals hold
the oldest spoked-wheel chariots.

34 from c. 3000–2000 BCE · The Bantu
expansion
Over some 4,000 years, communities
speaking Bantu languages spread from the
Nigeria–Cameroon borderlands across most
of Africa south of the equator. About 350
million people speak them today.

35 c. 1850 BCE · The alphabet
Early alphabets are traced to Semitic
speakers adapting Egyptian signs (older
Syrian finds are debated): ancestor of Latin
and Arabic.

36 c. 1754 BCE · Medical liability
Hammurabi's code set surgeons' fees: if an
operation killed a free man, the surgeon
could lose a hand.

37 c. 1600 BCE · The Nebra sky disc
A bronze disc with a gold Sun, Moon and
stars: the oldest known concrete image of
the cosmos.

38 c. 1600 BCE (debated) · Thera
The Santorini eruption buried the Minoan
town of Akrotiri under metres of ash.

39 c. 1500–1000 BCE · The Lapita
voyagers
From the Bismarck Islands, Lapita potters
reached Fiji, Tonga and Samoa by c. 1000
BCE, sailing into ocean no one had crossed
before.40 c. 1346 BCE · Akhenaten

Akhenaten promoted the sun-disc Aten
above all other gods, possibly the first
monotheism (still debated). His capital was
later abandoned and his name erased.

41 c. 1259 BCE · A treaty from both sides
The Egyptian–Hittite treaty is the earliest
peace treaty whose text survives in both
parties' versions. A copy hangs at the UN.

42 c. 1250 BCE · Oracle bones
Shang kings asked their ancestors about
harvests, wars and toothache on scorched
bones: the earliest Chinese writing.

c. 1177 BCE · Bronze Age collapse
Within decades the Hittites, Mycenaean
Greece and Ugarit fell; Egypt barely
survived. Drought, raiders and broken trade
all played a part.

43 1046 BCE · The Mandate of Heaven
The Zhou justified overthrowing the Shang
by claiming Heaven had withdrawn its
mandate, an idea every later dynasty used.

44 Date uncertain · Zoroaster
Scholars date the Iranian teacher anywhere
from the 2nd millennium to the 6th century
BCE. How far Zoroastrian ideas shaped
Jewish, Christian and Islamic thought is
debated.

45 776 BCE · The first Olympics
The first recorded Olympic Games; Greeks
later counted time in four-year Olympiads.

46 c. 700 BCE · Sudan's pyramids
Kushite kings from Sudan conquered Egypt.
Sudan has about twice as many pyramids as
Egypt.

47 c. 650 BCE · The library of Nineveh
Ashurbanipal's library held some 30,000
clay tablets, including the Epic of
Gilgamesh, baked hard when the city
burned in 612 BCE.

48 c. 630 BCE · The first coins
Lydia struck the first coins, in electrum. Its
last king, Croesus, became a byword for
wealth.49 551–479 BCE · Confucius

He spent years seeking a ruler who would
employ him. His disciples' record of his
sayings became the core of Chinese
education for 2,000 years.

50 539 BCE · Cyrus takes Babylon
His cylinder claims he restored displaced
gods and peoples but does not mention the
Judeans; the Bible credits Cyrus with letting
the Judean exiles return and rebuild the
Temple.

51 508 BCE · Democracy
Cleisthenes' reforms in Athens created the
first democracy, for adult male citizens only.

c. 800–200 BCE · An age of sages
The Buddha, Confucius, the Hebrew
prophets and the first Greek philosophers
shaped lasting traditions within a few
centuries. Karl Jaspers called it the 'Axial
Age'; historians debate the label.

52 c. 500 BCE · Nok
Nok terracotta heads are among the oldest
figurative sculptures south of the Sahara;
Nok people also smelted iron.

53 c. 480 BCE · The Royal Road
Persian relay riders crossed its 2,700 km in
about a week. Herodotus's praise of them is
carved on New York's main post office. 54 5th century BCE · The Buddha

Born at Lumbini, in today's Nepal. His
teaching spread along trade routes to the
whole of Asia.

55 326 BCE · Alexander turns back
Alexander reached the Indus, but his
exhausted army mutinied at the Beas river
and he turned back.

56 c. 260 BCE · Ashoka's edicts
After the bloody Kalinga war, Ashoka had
his moral edicts carved on rocks and pillars
across the subcontinent.

57 c. 240 BCE · Measuring the Earth
Eratosthenes, librarian at Alexandria,
estimated the Earth's circumference from
shadows at Alexandria and Syene. Its
accuracy depends on the length of his
stadion.

58 221 BCE · Qin unifies China
Qin unifies China. Three years later,
Hannibal crosses the Alps against Rome.59 c. 210 BCE · The terracotta army

About 8,000 life-size soldiers guard the First
Emperor's tomb, each face finished by
hand.

60 196 BCE · The Rosetta Stone
One decree in hieroglyphs, Demotic and
Greek. Champollion used it to decipher
hieroglyphs in 1822.

61 146 BCE · Carthage destroyed
Rome razed Carthage after the Third Punic
War. The story that it sowed the ground with
salt is a modern invention.

62 138 BCE · Zhang Qian's mission
Sent west in 138 BCE, Zhang Qian spent ten
years as a Xiongnu prisoner. His reports
opened Han ties with Central Asia.

c. 130 BCE · The Silk Roads
After the Han envoy Zhang Qian reached
Central Asia, trade routes linked China, the
steppe, Iran and Rome; goods, faiths and
diseases travelled along them.

63 53 BCE · Carrhae
Parthian horse archers destroyed Crassus's
legions. The 'Parthian shot' entered the
language.

64 44 BCE · The Ides of March
Caesar was assassinated in the Senate; his
heir Octavian became Rome's first emperor,
Augustus.

65 36 BCE · Another zero
Mesoamerican calendars used place value
with their own zero, invented independently
of India. The oldest known Long Count date
is from 36 BCE.66 30 BCE · Cleopatra

The last pharaoh lived closer in time to the
Moon landing than to the building of the
Great Pyramid.

1 CE · Year 1
The monk Dionysius Exiguus devised the
count of years 'since the birth of Christ' in
525; historians place Jesus's birth a few
years earlier, c. 6–4 BCE.

67 c. 30 · Christianity emerges
Jesus is crucified under the Roman prefect
Pontius Pilate, c. 30 CE. His followers form a
movement within Judaism; imperial support
begins under Constantine in the early 300s.

68 70 · The Second Temple falls
Rome crushed the Jewish revolt of 66–73
and destroyed Jerusalem's Temple in 70.
Jewish life re-centred on rabbinic study and
on communities across the diaspora.

69 79 · Pompeii
Vesuvius buried Pompeii and Herculaneum,
preserving Roman towns in ash. 70 105 · Cheap paper

Cai Lun presented his papermaking method
to the Han court. Paper is older, but he
made it cheap.71 c. 150 · Gods on coins

Kushan coins show the Buddha, Greek
gods, Iranian deities and Shiva: a portrait of
Silk Road religion.

72 166 · Rome meets China
Envoys claiming to come from Rome
reached the Han court: the first recorded
direct contact.

73 260 · An emperor captured
Shapur I took the Roman emperor Valerian
prisoner: the first Roman emperor captured
alive by a foreign enemy. 74 c. 300 · Aksum

The Persian prophet Mani counted Aksum
among the four great kingdoms of the
world. It minted its own gold coins.301–380 · Christianity becomes a

state religion
Rulers of Armenia (traditionally 301), Aksum
and Iberia in Georgia (4th century) adopted
Christianity; in 380 Roman law made Nicene
Christianity the empire's orthodoxy. Jesus
had been crucified c. 30 CE.

75 415 · Hypatia
The mathematician and philosopher was
murdered by a Christian mob in Alexandria.

76 476 · The end of the Western Empire
Odoacer deposed Romulus Augustulus, the
last emperor in Italy; the eastern empire
lasted until 1453.

77 499 · Zero
By about 500, Indian mathematicians used
place value; in 628 Brahmagupta gave rules
for zero as a number. Ancestor of 'Arabic'
numerals.

78 542 · Plague of Justinian
The first recorded pandemic of bubonic
plague reached Constantinople in 542;
estimates of the toll range up to a quarter of
the Mediterranean's people.

79 552 · The first 'Türk' state
The First Turkic Khaganate is the first state
to call itself Türk; Turkic peoples now live
from Yakutia to Turkey.

80 c. 500–700 · Madagascar's Asian
roots
Malagasy is closest to Ma'anyan, spoken in
Borneo: Austronesian sailors crossed the
Indian Ocean to settle Madagascar.

81 615 · The first Hijra
Early Muslims fleeing persecution in Mecca
were sheltered by the Christian king of
Aksum.

622 · The rise of Islam
Muhammad's migration from Mecca to
Medina in 622 marks year 1 of the Islamic
calendar. Within a century Muslim-ruled
lands stretched from Iberia to the Indus.

82 629–645 · Xuanzang's journey
The Chinese monk walked to India and
back, bringing home 657 Buddhist texts.

83 680 · Karbala
Umayyad forces killed Husayn, the
Prophet's grandson, and his companions in
680. His martyrdom became central to Shia
identity, remembered each year at Ashura.

84 751 · Paper goes west
Tradition holds that Chinese prisoners taken
at the Battle of Talas brought papermaking
to Samarkand.

85 762 · Baghdad
Founded as a round city, by 900 it was
perhaps the largest city in the world.

86 800 · Charlemagne
Crowned emperor in Rome on Christmas
Day; his empire spanned most of Western
Europe.

87 c. 800 · Borobudur
Java's great Buddhist monument (c.
780–830) carries 504 Buddha statues and
2,672 carved relief panels.88 859 · The oldest university?

Al-Qarawiyyin in Fez, founded by Fatima
al-Fihri, is often cited as the oldest
continuously operating university.

89 868 · The oldest dated printed book
A copy of the Diamond Sutra dated 868,
found in a cave at Dunhuang, is the oldest
dated printed book.

90 c. 1010 · The Tale of Genji
Written by the court lady Murasaki Shikibu,
it is often called the world's first novel.

91 1021 · Vikings in America
Wood cut with metal tools at L'Anse aux
Meadows, Newfoundland, dates to 1021: 471
years before Columbus.

92 c. 1025 · Avicenna's Canon
Ibn Sina's Canon of Medicine remained a
standard textbook in Europe into the 1600s.

93 c. 1030 · Al-Biruni's India
A scholar from Khwarazm wrote a
remarkably even-handed study of Hindu
religion and science.

94 c. 1045 · Movable type
Bi Sheng printed with fired-clay type, four
centuries before Gutenberg.

95 1066
William of Normandy conquered England at
Hastings; French became the language of
its elite for some 300 years.96 1068 · The land of gold

The geographer al-Bakri described the
Ghana king's court, his gold and his capital
of two towns.

97 1071 · Manzikert
The Seljuk victory over Byzantium opened
Anatolia to Turkish settlement: the roots of
modern Turkey.

98 1099 · The First Crusade
Crusaders captured Jerusalem in 1099 and
massacred many of its Muslim and Jewish
inhabitants. Saladin retook the city in 1187,
letting Christians leave for a ransom.

99 c. 1100 · Cahokia
Near modern St Louis, Cahokia may have
held 10,000–20,000 people around 1100,
about as many as London at the time.

100 c. 1150 · Angkor Wat
The largest religious monument on Earth
was built for King Suryavarman II; greater
Angkor sprawled over some 1,000 km².101 c. 1200 · Lalibela

Eleven churches carved downwards out of
solid rock are traditionally attributed to King
Lalibela.

102 1206 · Genghis Khan
Temüjin is proclaimed Genghis Khan. Within
60 years his empire reached from Korea to
Hungary; after the destruction, Mongol rule
boosted Silk Road trade.

103 1215 · Magna Carta
Barons forced King John to accept limits on
royal power: a founding text of the rule of
law.104 1258 · The sack of Baghdad

The Mongols ended the Abbasid caliphate.
Chroniclers wrote that the Tigris ran black
with ink from drowned books.

105 1275–92 · Marco Polo
His account of Kublai Khan's China inspired
Columbus, whose annotated copy survives.

1279 · The largest land empire
With the fall of the Song, Mongol khans
ruled from Korea to the edge of Hungary.

106 c. 1250–1300 · The last large land
settled
Polynesian voyagers reached New Zealand
around 1250–1300: the last big landmass
people settled, apart from Antarctica.

107 1324 · Mansa Musa's gold
Mali's king passed through Cairo on
pilgrimage and spent so much gold that its
value there fell for years.

108 1325–54 · Ibn Battuta
He left Tangier aged 21 and travelled for 29
years, from Mali to China: one of the most
travelled people of the medieval world.109 1331 · Kilwa

Ibn Battuta called Kilwa one of the most
beautiful cities in the world; Swahili traders
sold gold, ivory and slaves to Arabia, India
and China.

1347–53 · The Black Death
Plague spread along Eurasian trade routes
into Europe, the Middle East and North
Africa, killing perhaps a third or more of
their people; mortality varied greatly by
region.

110 c. 1350 · Great Zimbabwe
African builders raised the Great
Enclosure's mortarless walls up to 11 m high.
Many colonial writers denied its African
origin, against the archaeological evidence.

111 1377 · The Muqaddimah
Ibn Khaldun's theory of how dynasties rise
and fall is one of the earliest works of
sociology and economics.

112 1377 · Metal type before Gutenberg
Jikji, printed in Korea in 1377, is the oldest
surviving book printed with movable metal
type, 78 years before Gutenberg's Bible.

113 1405–33 · Zheng He's fleets
Ming treasure fleets reached East Africa,
decades before Portuguese ships rounded
the Cape of Good Hope.

114 c. 1420 · Ulugh Beg's observatory
Samarkand astronomers measured the
length of the year to within about a minute.

115 1446 · An alphabet by design
King Sejong developed Hangul (completed
1443, proclaimed 1446) to spread literacy;
its basic consonants depict the speech
organs.

116 c. 1450 · The printing press
Gutenberg's press spread across Europe;
millions of books were printed before 1500.

117 1453 · The fall of Constantinople
Mehmed II's giant cannon broke walls that
had stood for a thousand years. The
Byzantine Empire ended.

1492 · Columbus reaches the
Americas
Columbus reaches the Caribbean.
Conquest, enslavement and epidemics
devastate Indigenous peoples, while
American crops spread worldwide and Old
World plants and animals cross west: the
'Columbian exchange'.

118 c. 1500 · Timbuktu's manuscripts
Scholars in Timbuktu copied hundreds of
thousands of manuscripts; many were
smuggled to safety in 2012.

119 c. 1500 · An empire of knotted records
The Inca ran an empire of some 10 million
people using khipu, knotted cords that
recorded numbers (and perhaps more), and
about 40,000 km of roads.

120 1501 · Iran turns Shia
In 1501 Shah Ismail made Twelver Shi'ism
the state religion; Safavid patronage and
coercion gradually turned a mainly Sunni
population Shia, though Shia communities
already existed.

121 1517 · The Reformation
Luther's 95 Theses split Western
Christianity; printing spread his ideas within
weeks.122 1519–22 · Around the world

Of Magellan's five ships, one returned to
Spain, the first to sail around the globe.
Magellan died on the way.

123 1519 · A city on a lake
Tenochtitlan, built on islands in Lake
Texcoco, held perhaps 200,000 people
when the Spanish arrived (estimates vary):
one of the largest cities in the world.

124 1532 · 168 men
Pizarro seized the Inca emperor Atahualpa
at Cajamarca with about 168 men; smallpox
and a civil war had already broken the
empire.

125 1543 · The Sun at the centre
Copernicus published his heliocentric model
in the year of his death.126 c. 1500–1600 · The Great Dying

One influential reconstruction estimates a
roughly 90% fall in the Indigenous
population of the Americas by c. 1600, from
epidemics together with war, enslavement,
famine and colonial upheaval.

127 1556 · The deadliest earthquake
The Shaanxi earthquake killed some
830,000 people, many in collapsed cave
dwellings.

128 c. 1575 · Akbar's debates
In 1575 Akbar opened a house of debate,
later admitting Hindus, Jains, Zoroastrians
and, from 1580, Christians. He had already
abolished the tax on non-Muslims in 1564. 129 1600 · A company with an army

The East India Company was chartered in
London. By 1803 its private army was twice
the size of Britain's.

130 c. 1610 · The silver mountain
Potosí, at 4,000 m in the Andes, had about
160,000 people by 1610. Its silver was
minted into coins that circulated as far as
China.

131 1618–48 · The Thirty Years' War
Fought mostly in Germany, it killed perhaps
a fifth or more of the German population.

132 1624–63 · Queen Nzinga
The queen of Ndongo and Matamba fought
and negotiated with the Portuguese for four
decades.

133 1632 · The Taj Mahal
Shah Jahan began it as a tomb for his wife
Mumtaz Mahal; some 20,000 workers built
it.

134 1639 · A closed country
After the Portuguese were expelled in 1639,
the Dutch were the only Europeans allowed
to trade, from 1641 on the islet of Dejima;
Chinese trade continued.

135 1644 · The fall of the Ming
Rebels took Beijing and the Chongzhen
Emperor hanged himself. Qing armies took
over; Ming loyalists held out to 1662.

136 1667 · Nutmeg for Manhattan
Nutmeg grew only in the tiny Banda Islands.
At peace in 1667 the Dutch kept the nutmeg
island of Run and England kept Manhattan.

137 1683 · Vienna 1683
The second Ottoman siege of Vienna failed;
the Empire began its long retreat from
Europe.

138 1687 · Newton's Principia
Laws of motion and universal gravitation:
the foundation of physics for two centuries.139 c. 1500–1866 · The Atlantic slave trade

Some 12.5 million enslaved Africans were
shipped across the Atlantic; about 1.8 million
died on the voyage and some 10.7 million
reached the Americas.

140 1703 · St Petersburg
Peter the Great founded it on marshland as
Russia's 'window on Europe'; it became the
capital in 1712.

141 1739 · The Koh-i-Noor
Nader Shah carried the Peacock Throne
and the Koh-i-Noor diamond from Delhi.
The diamond is now among the British
Crown Jewels. 142 1755 · The Lisbon earthquake

Earthquake, tsunami and fire destroyed
Lisbon and shook Europe's faith in
providence.

143 1757 · Plassey
Clive's victory, helped by bribery, gave the
East India Company Bengal: the start of
British rule in India.

c. 1770 · The Industrial Revolution
Steam, coal and factories began in Britain;
within a century they had transformed
economies, empires and daily life
worldwide.

1775–1825 · An age of revolutions
The American, French, Haitian and Spanish
American revolutions replaced kings and
empires with republics built on the idea of
popular sovereignty.

144 1788 · The First Fleet
When British convicts landed in 1788,
Australia was home to perhaps 300,000–1
million people speaking some 250
languages.

145 1789 · The French Revolution
The fall of the Bastille and the Rights of Man
launched the age of revolutions.

146 1780–1799 · Tipu's rockets
Mysore's iron-cased war rockets, used by
Haidar Ali and Tipu Sultan against the
British, inspired Britain's own Congreve
rockets.

147 1793 · 'We possess all things'
The Qianlong Emperor rejected Britain's
trade demands in a letter to George III.148 1798 · Napoleon in Egypt

Napoleon brought some 160 scholars along;
one of his officers found the Rosetta Stone
in 1799.

149 1804 · Haiti's revolution
Beginning with an uprising of enslaved
people in 1791, the revolution overthrew
French rule. Haiti declared independence in
1804: the first country founded by formerly
enslaved people.

150 1812 · Napoleon in Russia
Of roughly 600,000 men who entered
Russia, only about 110,000 made it back.151 1815 · The year without a summer

The Tambora eruption in Indonesia caused
crop failures across the northern
hemisphere in 1816.

152 c. 1820 · Shaka's Zulu kingdom
Shaka built a powerful kingdom amid wider
upheavals (the Mfecane) whose causes
historians still debate.

153 1831–1996 · Residential schools
At least 150,000 First Nations, Inuit and
Métis children passed through
government-funded, mostly church-run
schools that aimed at assimilation. Canada
formally apologised in 2008.

154 1831 · Nations within a nation
Tribes governed themselves long before
colonisation. In 1831 the US Supreme Court
called them 'domestic dependent nations';
today about 575 federally recognised tribes
keep powers of self-government within the
United States.

155 1839–42 · The First OpiumWar
Britain defeated Qing China and took Hong
Kong (1842). Opium imports were legalised
after a second war, in 1858.

156 1848 · The Springtime of Peoples
Revolutions swept Europe; the same year
Marx and Engels published the Communist
Manifesto.

157 1850–64 · The Taiping war
The Taiping rebellion killed an estimated
20–30 million people, a toll comparable to
the whole of the First World War.

158 1857
A rebellion of Indian soldiers spread across
north India. Afterwards the British Crown
took over from the Company.

159 1861 · The serfs freed
Alexander II emancipated some 23 million
serfs, two years before Lincoln's
Emancipation Proclamation.

160 1865 · Russia in Central Asia
Russia takes Tashkent; within 20 years the
khanates are conquered or made
protectorates.

161 1869 · The Suez Canal
The canal cut the sea route from Europe to
India by some 7,000 km.

162 1870–71 · Unification completed
Italy (a kingdom since 1861) took Rome in
1870; the German Empire was proclaimed in
1871.

1880s–1914 · The scramble for empire
In a few decades European powers, the
United States and Japan took most of
Africa, Southeast Asia and the Pacific.

163 1885 · The Scramble for Africa
At the Berlin Conference, European powers
set rules for dividing Africa; no African was
present. By 1914 only Ethiopia and Liberia
were independent.

164 1888 · The last to abolish
In 1888 Brazil became the last country in the
Americas to abolish slavery. It had received
more enslaved Africans than any other
country.

165 1893 · Votes for women
New Zealand became the first
self-governing country where women could
vote in national elections.

166 1896 · Adwa
Ethiopia routed an Italian invasion army,
securing its independence: a lasting symbol
of African resistance.

167 c. 1900 · The Congo Free State
Under Leopold II's personal rule, forced
labour, violence, hunger and disease
caused mass mortality; losses are estimated
in millions, but the scale remains uncertain.

168 1904–08 · The Herero and Nama
genocide
German colonial forces killed tens of
thousands of Herero and Nama people in
1904–08 through massacres, expulsion into
the desert, starvation and camps. Germany
acknowledged it as genocide in 2021.

169 1908 · Oil
The first big oil strike in the Middle East, at
Masjed Soleyman in Iran, set the region's
20th-century course.

170 1911 · The first air raid
An Italian pilot dropped grenades on
Ottoman troops near Tripoli, the first
bombing from an aeroplane.

1914–18 · First World War
A global war killed millions of soldiers and
civilians. Ottoman entry spread the fighting
across the Middle East, and over a million
Indians served in uniform.

171 1914 · Sarajevo
The assassination of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand by a Bosnian Serb nationalist set
off the First World War.

172 1914 · The Panama Canal
The canal cut the sea voyage from New
York to San Francisco by about 13,000 km.

173 1915 · Gallipoli
Ottoman forces repelled an Allied landing;
Mustafa Kemal, a key commander under
Liman von Sanders, later founded modern
Turkey.

174 1916 · Sykes–Picot
Britain and France secretly planned zones
of control over the Ottoman Arab lands.
Later mandates and negotiations changed
the plan, but it still shaped many of today's
borders.

175 1917 · The Russian Revolution
The Bolsheviks seized power; civil war
followed and the Soviet Union was founded
in 1922. 176 1923 · The Turkish Republic

Atatürk proclaims the Republic of Turkey;
the caliphate is abolished the next year.

1929 · The Great Depression
The Wall Street Crash spread through trade
and credit: world trade fell by about
two-thirds by 1933, and mass
unemployment fed fascism and militarism.

177 1930 · The Salt March
Gandhi walked 385 km to the sea to make
salt, defying a British monopoly.

178 1934–35 · The Long March
Communist forces retreated some 10,000
km; Mao emerged as their leader.1939–45 · Second World War

Full-scale war in China began in 1937. Japan
surrendered in August 1945 after the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and
the Soviet declaration of war.

179 1941–45 · The Holocaust
Nazi Germany and its allies and
collaborators murdered about six million
European Jews, in mass shootings, ghettos
and killing centres such as
Auschwitz-Birkenau. Roma and Sinti were
also targeted for genocide.

1945–1975 · Decolonisation
Most colonies in Asia, Africa, the Caribbean
and the Pacific became independent,
though some colonial rule persisted; UN
membership grew from 51 states in 1945 to
144 in 1975.

181 1947 · Partition
The partition of British India into India and
Pakistan displaced about 15 million Hindus,
Muslims and Sikhs; communal violence
killed hundreds of thousands, perhaps
more.

180 1948 · Israel and the Nakba
Israel declares independence in 1948.
During the 1947–49 war about 700,000
Palestinians flee or are expelled, and most
could not return: the Nakba ('catastrophe').

182 1949 · The People's Republic
Mao proclaims the People's Republic in
1949; the Nationalist government moves to
Taiwan, where the Republic of China
continues under separate rule.

183 1956 · The Suez Crisis
Nasser nationalised the canal; the failed
British–French–Israeli invasion exposed the
limits of European imperial power.

184 1957 · Ghana's independence
Ghana was the first British colony in
sub-Saharan Africa to win independence; 17
African countries followed in 1960.185 1960 · The vanishing sea

From the 1960s Soviet irrigation diverted the
rivers feeding the Aral Sea, once the
fourth-largest lake on Earth; it has lost about
90% of its water, though the northern part is
recovering.

186 1961 · Gagarin
Yuri Gagarin became the first human in
space, orbiting the Earth in 108 minutes.187 1962 · Algeria's independence

After an eight-year war that killed hundreds
of thousands, nearly a million European
settlers left within months.

188 1964–68 · Moving Abu Simbel
To save them from the Aswan dam's lake,
Ramesses II's temples were cut into blocks
and rebuilt 65 m higher.189 1964–1973 · The most bombed country

Per person, Laos is the most heavily
bombed country in history: the US dropped
over 2 million tonnes of bombs there.

190 1971 · The Gulf states
Kuwait (1961), then Bahrain, Qatar and the
United Arab Emirates (1971) became
independent as British protection ended; oil
made them some of the richest states per
person.

191 1975–1979 · Khmer Rouge rule
From 1975 to 1979 forced evacuations,
executions, forced labour, starvation and
disease killed about 1.5–2 million people in
Cambodia, roughly a quarter of its
population.

192 1979
Iran's revolution, the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan and China's market reforms:
one year that still shapes Asia.

193 1989 · The fall of the Berlin Wall
Peaceful revolutions ended communist rule
across Eastern Europe; Germany reunified
in 1990. 195 1991 · The USSR dissolves

Five Central Asian republics become
independent almost overnight.

1991 · The end of the Cold War
The Berlin Wall fell in 1989 and the Soviet
Union broke up in 1991 into 15 states, ending
a rivalry that had divided the world since
1947.

194 1993 · The European Union
The Maastricht Treaty created the EU; euro
notes and coins followed in 2002.

196 1994 · The Rwandan genocide
In about 100 days in 1994, some 800,000
people were killed, most of them Tutsi,
along with Hutu who opposed the killings.

198 1994 · Mandela elected
South Africa's first election open to all races
ended apartheid.

197 1995 · Srebrenica
In July 1995 Bosnian Serb forces killed
about 8,000 Bosniak Muslim men and boys:
the worst massacre in Europe since 1945.

201 1998 · Nuclear South Asia
India and Pakistan both test nuclear
weapons within weeks of each other.

199 1999 · Nunavut
Created in 1999 after Inuit land-claim
negotiations, this Canadian territory has a
public government for all residents. Inuit
make up about 85% of its people; Inuktitut
is an official language.

200 2001–21 · The Afghan war
After 9/11, a US-led war toppled the Taliban;
they returned to power in 2021.

203 2004 · The Indian Ocean tsunami
The earthquake off Sumatra on 26
December sent waves that killed some
230,000 people in 14 countries.

202 2010 · The Arab Spring
Protests in Tunisia toppled the president
within a month and spread across the Arab
world.

204 2010 · From aid to donor
Poor and war-ravaged in the 1950s, South
Korea became the first former aid recipient
to join the OECD's club of donor countries.2020 · COVID-19

First identified in Wuhan in 2019, the
pandemic caused over 7 million reported
deaths; the WHO estimates about 15 million
excess deaths in 2020–21 alone.

206 c. 2020 · The youngest continent
Africa's population has grown from about
140 million in 1900 to about 1.5 billion in
2024; its median age is about 19.

205 2022 · The invasion of Ukraine
Russia's full-scale invasion in February
2022 escalated a conflict that began in 2014
and became Europe's largest war since
1945.

207 2023 · The most populous country
India overtakes China, which had held the
title for centuries.
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Blue = a turning point · gold = a symbolic date

Did you know? numbers match the pins in the chart

Colour bar = who ruled where the story happens

A Timeline of Humanity
300,000 years of human history, region by region
Each column is a region of the world and each lane a part of it. Time runs downwards: deep prehistory is on a logarithmic scale, recorded history is linear within six bands that zoom in towards the present (left axis). Every state is
drawn where it ruled and coloured by where its rulers came from, so empires, conquests and colonial rule stand out at a glance. Turning points felt across the world sit in the left rail; numbered pins lead to the 'Did you know?'
stories in the right rail.

How to read it

State or empire, with its dates

Archaeological culture (no known state): pale, hatched

Faded edge: uncertain start or end

Narrow strip: a smaller state beside or inside a larger one

Event, pointing at its exact year

7 Numbered pin: story in the right rail

Turning point felt across the world (left rail)

Symbolic date

Colour = where the ruling group came from

Hue = the region, shade = the part of it (one lane). A conquering or colonial power keeps its home colour: the Mongol Yuan in China are steppe olive, British India is British Isles blue. Colour shows who ruled, not who lived there.
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